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Grammar: Verbs 

 

Choose a word or an expression from the list on the left and drop it into the gap in the correct 

sentence on the right. 

1. 

abusing 

abate 

abandon 

abhor 

abolish 

abuse 

abound 

accord 

accentuate 

accumulate 

abide 
 

a) It disgusts me to see him --------------his wife in public. 

b) She wears blue to --------------her eyes. 

c) They are very old-fashioned and ------------change. 

d) We need to -----------------enough evidence to ensure his conviction. 

e) How could you ----------------such awful conditions? 

f) He will never --------------hope. 

g) They waited for the storm to---------------. 

h) Should governments ---------------the death penalty? 

i) This information does not ------------with the evidence of earlier 

witnesses. 

j) Oranges ----------------here all the year round. 

k) People who ------------------their parking privileges will have them 

removed. 

 

2.  

acknowledged 

adhered 

aired 

adjourned 

advocated 

acquitted 

aggravated 

afforded 

adapted 
 

a) The council -------------banning cars in the city centre. 

b) The tree ------------them welcome shade. 

c) She -------------that the equipment had been incorrectly installed. 

d) He ---------------strictly to the given schedule. 

e) The trial was ----------------until the following week. 

f) He was -------------on the grounds of diminished responsibility. 

g) He ----------------his condition by leaving hospital too soon. 

h) These styles can be ----------------to suit individual tastes. 

i) He frequently -------------------his views in public. 

 

3. 

alerted 

alleviated 

alternated 

amended 

anticipated 

amalgamated 

alleged 

alienated 

alluded 

ambled 
 

a) Many artists feel --------------from society. 

b) The Official Secrets Act has been ------------to prevent further leaks. 

c) They ------------that the weather would turn cold and took their 

coats. 

d) He ----------------to the new developments in his speech. 

e) The weather ---------------between rain and sunshine. 

f) The newspaper -------------that a number of unauthorized payments 

had been made. 

g) They -------------the boredom of waiting by singing songs. 

h) The group happily ----------along for miles. 

i) Hospitals were ---------------and staff put on stand-by. 

j) Several colleges were ----------to form the new university. 
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4.  

attending 

applying 

assuring 

attributing 

attaining 

assuming 

associating 

arising 

averting 
 

a) Are there any matters -----------from the minutes of the last 

meeting? 

b) I don't like you -----------with such people. 

c) You can only solve this problem by ------------yourself to it. 

d) He will be ------------full charge of the firm after his father's death. 

e) He wasn't ----------------properly and missed most of what she said. 

f) Scientists are --------------the outbreak to poor hygiene. 

g) The police began by ----------------everyone that the child was safe. 

h) The company had to work out the best way of ---------------its goals. 

i) The charity was credited with --------------a disaster. 

 

 

 

 

5.  

backfired 

badgered 

beaten 

battled 

baffled 

beckoned 

balanced 

banned 

backed 
 

a) After the incident, she was -----------from driving for six months. 

b) Her parents ------------her in her choice of career. 

c) After their plans--------------, the group members were quickly 

caught by the police. 

d) They --------------with the wind and the waves. 

e) We didn't win the contract: we were just ------------by another firm. 

f) Tom ------------Kelly into doing the washing-up. 

g) Police are ----------------as to the identity of the killer. 

h) She -----------the attractions of a high salary against the prospect of 

working long hours. 

i) They -------------him into the room. 

 
 
 
 
 

6.  

belied 

bellowed 

belittled 

bid 

betrayed 

blew 

begrudged 

bet 
 

a) She felt --------------by her husband's arrogant behaviour. 

b) Several firms have ----------for the contract to build the new concert 

hall. 

c) He ---------------his chances by arriving late for the interview. 

d) The sergeant --------------orders at his platoon. 

e) She was ---------by her daughter, in whom she placed so much trust. 

f) She ----------every penny she paid in tax. 

g) His cheerful manner -----------a deep feeling of sadness. 

h) He -------------the last of his money on a horse. 
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7.  
 

brace 

brag 

bluff 

bother 

broach 

brood 

bow 

browse 

blunder 

buy 
 

a) You'll never --------------them into letting you go. 

b) We're tired of having to --------------to authority. 

c) The police told them to -------------themselves for some bad news. 

d) He has to--------------the subject of a loan with his bank manager. 

e) You are welcome to---------------in our showroom. 

f) In the dark, she heard him ----------------into the table. 

g) He told her not to -------------with the washing-up, as he'd do it. 

h) He was known to ---------------excessively about his achievements. 

i) When he's depressed he will----------------for hours. 

j) The union leaders are trying to---------time by prolonging the 

negotiations. 

 

8.  
 

carved 

catered 

challenged 

calmed 

cast 

cadged 

ceased 

careered 

captivated 

called 
 

a) Her gentle voice-----------------the baby's crying. 

b) He was out when I---------------------round to see him. 

c) The car ------------------off the road into a ditch. 

d) He frequently ----------------lifts from his friends. 

e) Hostilities between the two sides -----------at midnight. 

f) Man's earliest implements were--------------from stone and bone. 

g) He was ----------------by the beautiful scenery. 

h) New findings then appeared that ---------------doubt on her 

conviction. 

i) The programme was popular because it --------------for all tastes. 

j) She -----------------the newspaper to prove its story. 

 

9.  
 

chopping 

cherishing 

chasing 

choking 

chattering 

chatting 

cheating 

chewing 

cheering 

chanting 
 

a) The crowd were --------------her, willing her to win. 

b) She is ------------a forlorn hope of seeing him again. 

c) She never ate fish because she was scared of --------------on a bone. 

d) The stadium was packed with ----------fans. 

e) We got ------------and discovered we'd been at college together. 

f) She sat -------------on the end of a pencil, waiting for inspiration. 

g) Her teeth were -----------in the cold. 

h) You'll have to start -----------up those delayed orders. 

i) He had been -----------the taxman for years. 

j) He spent most of the morning ---------------wood for the fire. 
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10.  

clenched 

clinched 

clutched 

cleared 

clashed 

chuckled 

clasped 

clogged 

clicked 

clung 
 

a) She ------------her finger and thumb together. 

b) She -----------to the hope that he was still alive. 

c) He -------------with glee at the little joke he was about to make. 

d) The Government and the Opposition -------on the question of 

unemployment. 

e) He ------------the rope we threw to him. 

f) His hands were ------------together in prayer. 

g) The article was -------------for publication. 

h) The road was ------------with traffic in both directions. 

i) The score was level until a last-minute goal --------------it for us. 

j) He spoke through ---------teeth. 

 
11.  

compile 

commit 

collapse 

collide 

coax 

compensate 

compress 

coincide 

comply 

compel 
 

a) It is most effective to ----------an argument into a few sentences. 

b) They were criticized for being vague and unwilling to ----------

themselves. 

c) The particles are accelerated and ---------------at high speed. 

d) We cannot -------------you to do it, but we think you should. 

e) She looked ready to -------------at any minute. 

f) Nothing can----------------for the death of a loved one. 

g) The programme is nicely timed to --------with the opening of the 

exhibition. 

h) He wants to --------------a complete catalogue of Rembrandt's 

paintings. 

i) I had to----------------the information out of him. 

j) The Courts ordered them to-------------fully with EC directives on 

equal treatment for women. 

 
12. 

condemn 

conceive 

conclude 

compromise 

confine 

concede 

condone 

confide 

conceal 

comprise 
 

a) I cannot find it in myself to ---------a mother who steals for a hungry 

child. 

b) I wish the speaker would ------------himself to the subject. 

c) The House of Commons and the House of Lords -------the British 

Parliament. 

d) I could only --------------violence in exceptional circumstances. 

e) There's no one here I can ------------in. 

f) We must not ---------------any of our territory. 

g) I cannot -------------why you allowed the girls to go alone. 

h) She refused to --------------her principles. 

i) They could barely --------------their glee. 

j) What do you ---------------from that? 
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13. 

confirm 

conform 

contemplate 

conspire 

consult 

console 

contradict 

contravene 

consume 

confront 
 

a) If the pain continues, you should -----------a doctor. 

b) He doesn't------------to the usual stereotype of the city businessman. 

c) This local law appears to ------------the country's constitution. 

d) He swung round to-------------his accusers. 

e) Nothing could -----------------him when his pet dog died. 

f) I can't even ------------buying a house until I have a better paid job. 

g) The children used to -------with each other to play tricks on their 

parents. 

h) I am writing to------------your entitlement to housing benefit. 

i) The speaker had got confused, and started to-----------himself. 

j) Alcohol can be bad for you if you ---------it in large quantities. 

 
14. 

covered 

conveyed 

crammed 

cowered 

crawled 

coped 

converged 

craved 

cracked 

cramped 

crawled 
 

a) The streets were----------------with people waving flags. 

b) Her letter clearly ------------how happy she felt. 

c) The baby -------------towards the toy. 

d) She-----------well in the circumstances, even though she was feeling 

ill. 

e) The baby ---------------towards the toy. 

f) Her lectures ---------------the subject thoroughly. 

g) The child -------------the attention of his parents. 

h) The dog ------------------miserably in a corner of the room. 

i) The ice -----------------as he stepped onto it. 

j) 50,000 protesters ----------------on the capital's central square today. 

k) All these difficulties --------------his progress. 

 
15. 

credited 

curbed 

creased 

cringed 

crouched 

curtailed 

creaked 

cuddled 

croaked 

crept 
 

a) He weakly --------------out a few words. 

b) His face-----------------into a smile. 

c) Illness has--------------------her sporting career. 

d) She was wrongly -----------------with being the author of the piece. 

e) The child ---------------up to her mother. 

f) She -------------------down and held her frozen hands towards the fire. 

g) He ------------------upstairs without a sound. 

h) He -----------------with embarrassment as she read his letter to the 

group. 

i) Heavy debts soon -------------------her spending habits. 

j) The garden gate ---------------open. 
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16. 

dawned 

dashed 

declined 

decayed 

deceived 

dazzled 

dangled 

dared 

dawdled 

declared 
 

a) Nobody ------------------to criticize his decisions. 

b) His popularity ------------and even his friends started deserting him. 

c) She was --------------by her first sight of the ancient city. 

d) She ---------------down the road with reporters in hot pursuit. 

e) The government-----------------a state of emergency after the 

earthquake. 

f) We -----------------over our meal for two or three hours. 

g) The old woodwork had -----------------badly. 

h) He ------------------his watch in front of the baby. 

i) We were not ---------------------by his friendly manner for long. 

j) It finally ----------------on me that he had been lying all the time. 

 
 
17. 

deferred 

degenerated 

deflected 

defied 

dedicated 

deducted 

deduced 

defused 

decried 

defaced 
 

a) The speech only partially -------------hostility towards the 

government. 

b) She ------------her life to helping the poor. 

c) The wall had been -------------------with slogans. 

d) The march -----------------into a riot. 

e) The economists -----------------from the figures that the economy was 

recovering. 

f) She ---------------her parents and got married. 

g) Tax and insurance are ------------from your wages. 

h) He --------------his flight to the week after. 

i) He -----------------her efforts as a waste of time. 

j) One of the defenders accidentally ----------------the ball into the net. 

 
 
18. 

deletes 

deliberates 

deplores 

despises 

demolishes 

depicts 

deserts 

derives 

denotes 

deigns 
 

a) Her novel -------------------life in Victorian London. 

b) My computer sometimes ------------------documents without warning. 

c) He ----------------------the people who treated him so badly. 

d) You will be sent from the room while the management -------------

over your proposal. 

e) A soldier who -----------------his post in times of war is punished 

severely. 

f) Her article brilliantly -------------------his whole argument. 

g) She --------------------great pleasure from art. 

h) In algebra, the sign x usually -----------------an unknown quantity. 

i) She's such a snob, I'm surprised that she ---------------to talk to me. 

j) He -----------------the desecration of the countryside by new roads. 
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19. 

detest 

discard 

deteriorate 

diminish 

devise 

devastate 

deter 

devote 

detract 

determine 
 

a) No amount of criticism can ---------------from her achievements. 

b) One's eyes often-------------------as one gets older. 

c) Do not ------------------the chicken bones, as they are needed to make 

the stock. 

d) The exam results could ---------------your career. 

e) The news of his death will --------------------her. 

f) The opposition is trying to ----------------our achievements. 

g) We need to ---------------a way of getting into the building without 

being noticed. 

h) What is the best way to ------------------young people from taking up 

smoking? 

i) He seems to ------------all his efforts to his sporting activities. 

j) I ---------------violence on television. 

 
 
20. 

discount 

disrupt 

distract 

disguise 

disclose 

disperse 

distort 

disintegrate 

discriminate 

dismiss 
 

a) The family is starting to--------------------. 

b) Newspapers often ------------------facts. 

c) She couldn't -----------------her glee at their embarrassment. 

d) He tried to -----------------the suspicions from his mind. 

e) I can not ------------------what I was told in that meeting. 

f) Bad weather conditions can seriously ---------------traffic. 

g) You can completely ---------------what Jack said - he's a dreadful liar. 

h) We do not -----------------on grounds of age, sex or race. 

i) It was all a ploy to ---------------attention from his real aims. 

j) Security forces tried to ----------------the crowds with tear gas. 

 
 
21. 

dreaming 

dragging 

ducking 

dithering 

drawing 

dropping 

dribbling 

dodging 

driving 

dreading 
 

a) I joined the drama group for fun, never ---------------that one day I'd 

be acting professionally. 

b) Stop --------------------about or we'll be late! 

c) Our final exams are -----------------near. 

d) He avoided being seen by --------------------down. 

e) The children are -------------------me to distraction. 

f) He's always -------------------the housework. 

g) Your coat's ------------------in the mud. 

h) Water was ------------------out of the tap. 

i) He had been -----------------their meeting but her warm welcome 

soon put him at his ease. 

j) Inflation rates have been ------------------all year. 
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22. 

encountered 

enacted 

enlightened 

emulated 

emanated 

enhanced 

engrossed 

eliminated 

endeavoured 

entered 
 

a) He --------------them as to the company's intentions. 

b) A strange ritual was being ----------------before our eyes. 

c) He was -------------------from the contest in the fourth round. 

d) He was fascinated by the woman he had ----------------in the airport 

lounge. 

e) Many of these ideas originally --------------from California. 

f) Those clothes really ------------------her appearance. 

g) She successfully -----------------her sister's sporting achievements. 

h) It never ----------------my head that she would tell him about me. 

i) The story completely -----------------them. 

j) They --------------------to make her happy, but in vain. 

 
 
23. 

evoked 

exaggerated 

exploited 

exposed 

excelled 

exceeded 

evaded 

extended 

exerted 

evolved 
 

a) His willingness to help --------------well beyond just making a few 

phone calls. 

b) He had ------------------the story to make it more amusing. 

c) He --------------capture for three days. 

d) Demand for fish this month has ----------------supply. 

e) His meals are always very good, but this time he's really -----------

himself. 

f) The music ----------------memories of her youth. 

g) She -------------------a lot of pressure on her children to succeed. 

h) They --------------------her generosity shamelessly. 

i) The three species --------------------from a single ancestor. 

j) His question ------------------his ignorance of the subject. 

 
 
 
24. 

feign 

fiddle 

flap 

flatter 

fancy 

face 

fade 

fathom 

fare 
 

a) We -----------------the grim prospect of still higher unemployment. 

b) If you --------------your mother a bit she might invite us all to dinner. 

c) My tan's beginning to------------------. 

d) Calm down! There's no need to-------------------! 

e) What do you ---------------------for supper? 

f) You may have to ----------------------with the radio aerial to improve 

the reception. 

g) Presidents seem cursed to ----------------badly in the middle of their 

second terms. 

h) She had to -----------------sleep before he would leave. 

i) For reasons that I have never been able to-----------------, the jury 

found him guilty. 

 
 
 



Website: musadderul.webs.com Page 10 
 

25. 

folding 

flocking 

forgiving 

forgoing 

fretting 

flourishing 

flicking 

fuming 

flopping 

frowning 
 

a) In summer, tourists start -----------to the museums and art galleries. 

b) The passengers were really ---------------at the delay. 

c) The fish we'd caught were ---------------around in the bottom of the 

boat. 

d) She bundled her clothes into the drawer without --------------them. 

e) Few businesses are ------------------in the present economic climate. 

f) After the way her husband treated her, she had no intention of -------

-------him. 

g) She is --------------------about paying her rent. 

h) The workers are ------------------a pay increase for the sake of greater 

job security. 

i) The boy was told off for ------------paper at other children. 

j) My mother stood -------------------at the mess in the kitchen. 

 
 
26. 

gasped 

galvanized 

gabbled 

gathered 

gleaned 

gazed 

giggled 

glared 

gloated 

gauged 
 

a) She has ----------------into activity an industry notoriously bad at 

working together. 

b) She --------------over her rival's downfall. 

c) We all -----------------in astonishment at the news. 

d) He --------------from her speech that she had an interest in the 

business. 

e) A group of protesters ----------------outside the embassy. 

f) She ------------------at me when I went near her desk. 

g) They -----------------the strength of the wind by looking at the flags. 

h) He -----------------out some incomprehensible instructions about how 

to work the video. 

i) They ------------------------quietly at her strange hair. 

j) The children -------------------longingly at the toys in the window. 

 
 
27. 

groaned 

grown 

grafted 

greeted 

grilled 

graduated 

grasped 

grunted 

granted 

grieved 
 

a) The police ------------------him for five hours about his part in the 

robbery. 

b) They -------------away all week to finish the project. 

c) She -------------------some incomprehensible reply. 

d) I was -------------------permission to visit the palace. 

e) Her books have -----------------in popularity recently. 

f) I don't think you've quite ------------------the seriousness of the 

situation. 

g) The candidate's speech was ------------with boos and jeers. 

h) We all ------------------at his terrible jokes. 

i) For weeks she ------------------over the death of her friend. 

j) Our son has just ------------------from a tricycle to a bike. 
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28. 

harboured 

haunted 

heeded 

hailed 

haggled 

harassed 

halted 

hauled 

healed 

handled 
 

a) He was ---------------up before the local magistrates for dangerous 

driving. 

b) The book was immediately -----------------as a masterpiece. 

c) The government should have ------------------the scientist's warnings 

d) The troops were -----------------for a rest. 

e) For days he was ---------------by the fear of being found out. 

f) Her leg -------------------with remarkable speed. 

g) He ------------------the situation calmly. 

h) He complained of being --------------by the police. 

i) The management ------------------with the union over a series of 

demands. 

j) He has -----------------a grudge against me for years. 

 
 
29. 

hinting 

hiding 

hobbling 

humouring 

hogging 

humiliating 

heightening 

highlighting 

hindering 

hurling 
 

a) The campaign is ---------------public awareness of the plight of 

whales. 

b) She is -------------------her feelings for him. 

c) Rioters were -------------------stones and bottles at the police. 

d) They are planning a TV programme --------------the problems of the 

unemployed. 

e) The girls hated their brother for -----------------them at school. 

f) The new laws seem to be ---------------rather than promoting prison 

reform. 

g) The woman was ----------------along on crutches. 

h) She was used to --------------him when he was in one of his bad 

moods. 

i) Stop -------------------the cheese and pass it round! 

j) I thought she was -----------------at something but I let it go. 

 
 
30. 

imply 

impress 

induce 

impair 

impose 

ignore 

impinge 

incur 

idolize 
 

a) Too much alcohol will -------------your ability to drive. 

b) Many teenagers --------------pop stars and sporting heroes. 

c) She tried to ----------------on the children the importance of their 

education. 

d) He plainly intended to -------------------my advice. 

e) You should not let problems at home ---------------on your work. 

f) Any expenses you may -----------------will be chargeable to the 

company. 

g) The fact that she was here seems to -----------------a degree of 

interest. 

h) We couldn't -----------------him even to set foot on the boat. 

i) Councils will be given sweeping powers to-----------------fines. 
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31. 

intrigued 

inspired 

intruded 

intimated 

insinuated 

intervened 

irritated 

intimidated 

inferred 

indulged 
 

a) The Lake District scenery --------------Wordsworth to write his 

greatest poetry. 

b) I -----------on her behalf to try and get the decision changed. 

c) I was thoroughly -------------to hear what she had to say. 

d) We ---------------ourselves with a bottle of champagne. 

e) I felt as though I had ------------------into a private conversation. 

f) His constant boasting -----------------her. 

g) The size of the population can be ---------------from the 

archaeological remains. 

h) She refused to be -----------------by the reports of the manager's bad 

temper. 

i) He made a remark that --------------that Lucy was cheating. 

j) She has ---------------to us that she no longer wishes to be considered 

for the post. 

 
 
32. 

jutted 

kidded 

jeered 

jammed 

kicked 

jostled 

justified 

jumbled 

knocked 

juggled 
 

a) The balcony -------------out over the street. 

b) The terminal was ----------------full of people and their luggage. 

c) His articles always --------------the team's efforts. 

d) During her speech, hecklers -------------and booed. 

e) He -----------------his mother that he was ill. 

f) The youths --------------against her. 

g) While at college he -----------------academic work and student 

politics. 

h) When I found that I'd missed the deadline I could have -----------

myself! 

i) The details of the accident were all --------------up in his mind. 

j) Her success has clearly ---------------------their early faith in her. 

 
 
33. 

lying 

lingering 

licking 

losing 

lagging 

lurking 

launching 

leading 

longing 
 

a) Thompson is -----------in fourth place. 

b) Dave is ---------------Sarah astray with his unruly behaviour.  

c) The cat was ----------------its fur. 

d) The little boy was ---------------behind the rest of the walkers. 

e) She was still ------------around the theatre long after the other fans 

had gone home. 

f) The children are ---------------for the summer. 

g) The charity will be ---------------the appeal at the gala dinner next 

week. 

h) She had to alter her clothes after ----------------weight. 

i) Simon's usually -----------about somewhere near the bar. 
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34. 

melted 

met 

murmured 

mastered 

meant 

marvelled 

marked 

manipulated 

marred 

muttered 
 

a) The big game was ---------------by crowd trouble. 

b) The invitation was ---------------as a friendly gesture. 

c) She has ---------------the technique of playing the guitar. 

d) Her anger quickly --------------when she saw how sorry they were. 

e) They all ----------------at her courage. 

f) Others have ---------------similar problems when dealing with that 

company. 

g) The crowd -------------its dissatisfaction at having to wait. 

h) Einstein's theories --------------a new epoch in mathematics. 

i) She --------------angrily to herself whilst finishing the housework. 

j) As a shrewd politician he --------------public opinion through the 

media. 

 
 
35. 

motivate 

move 

mingle 

mount 

mislead 

moan 

mislay 

miss 

mumble 
 

a) I have to be careful that I don't ----------------my passport. 

b) I'm sick of hearing him --------------about his job. 

c) It was unforgivable of him to -------------her like that. 

d) As the numbers of refugees-----------------, so does the problem of 

finding homes for them. 

e) When did you first --------------your purse? 

f) The play contains one or two interesting scenes but overall it failed 

to --------------------me. 

g) Security men were instructed to--------------with the crowd. 

h) She heard him ------------------something incomprehensible. 

i) Teachers frequently find it difficult to -------------students. 

 
 
36. 

neglecting 

nodding 

nattering 

nagging 

nudging 

naming 

nibbling 

noting 

nipping 

nicking 
 

a) A bike is ideal for --------------through traffic. 

b) I can't sit here -----------------when I've got work to do. 

c) She charged me with -----------my work. 

d) You'll find it difficult to pin him down to -----------a price. 

e) Mice have been -------------at the cheese. 

f) I felt people were ----------------each other and pointing at me. 

g) Her brother is in trouble for -------------------cars. 

h) He sat ---------------in time to the music. 

i) She's been ----------------me to mend that lamp for weeks. 

j) It is worth -----------------that the most successful companies had the 

lowest prices. 
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37. 

omitted 

obsessed 

observed 

outdid 

occurred 

owed 

outweighed 

overwhelmed 

overlooked 

occupied 
 

a) I was completely ---------------by the kindness I had received. 

b) The thought of resigning never -------------------to me. 

c) Her statement -----------------certain important facts. 

d) The team ------------------all their rivals. 

e) He -----------------that it would probably rain. 

f) The risks are vastly ------------------by the potential benefits. 

g) Despite her abilities she has been repeatedly ------------------for 

promotion. 

h) She became --------------------with the idea that she was being 

watched. 

i) She ------------------------her succes as a writer to her inspirational 

English teacher. 

j) The child ------------------himself in playing video games. 

 
 
38. 

packed 

panted 

passed 

peeped 

patted 

penalized 

perceived 

paced 

peered 

paid 
 

a) He -----------------his face dry with a towel. 

b) She --------------------through a crack in the curtains. 

c) Fans -----------------the hall to see the band. 

d) I --------------------a change in his behaviour. 

e) He ran up to us and ----------------out the message. 

f) She -------------------no heed to our warning. 

g) The bank clerk --------------------at the customer from behind the 

grille. 

h) He ------------------the streets all night long. 

i) Will we be ----------------------for incorrect spelling in the exam? 

j) Months-----------------, and we began to despair of ever hearing from 

him again. 

 
 
39. 

persevered 

petrified 

perturbed 

placed 

pierced 

persisted 

plagued 

perpetuated 

pinched 

pestered 
 

a) I was surprised but not ---------------by his sudden outburst. 

b) She was --------------------with arthritis. 

c) He ----------------her with requests for help. 

d) The idea of making a speech in public completely --------------him. 

e) The beam of the searchlight -------------------through the darkness. 

f) She ------------------in her efforts to win the championship. 

g) Who's ---------------my dictionary? 

h) The measures only -----------------the hostility between the two 

groups. 

i) Responsibility for concluding the agreement was --------------in his 

hands. 

j) Although she had known him for several years, he ---------------in 

calling her 'Miss Askew'. 
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40. 

plunged 

postponed 

portrayed 

pledged 

planned 

posed 

pondered 

poked 

plotted 

pleaded 
 

a) He -------------his head round the door to see if she was in the room. 

b) She ---------------with him not to leave her. 

c) Esra -------------over the problem for hours before finding the 

solution. 

d) The government has -------- itself to reduce bureaucracy. 

e) He has often been ---------------as a cold, calculating character. 

f) They --------------- to overthrow the government. 

g) Melissa ---------------as a successful businesswoman to get into the 

conference. 

h) A power failure ---------------everything into darkness. 

i) The match was -------------to the following Saturday because of bad 

weather. 

j) I'd ---------------on having a quiet evening at home, until you turned 

up! 

 
 
41. 

presume 

profess 

provoke 

prolong 

present 

prove 

put 

prop 

press 

pour 
 

a) He used a box to ------------the door open. 

b) I myself will ---------------the prizes. 

c) The firm is trying to --------------new contracts on its employees. 

d) The prospect of going shopping is bound to -------------Jo in a good 

mood. 

e) I wouldn't ---------------to argue with you. 

f) I don't ---------------- to be an expert in this subject. 

g) It is my contention that you are wrong, and I shall try to ---------it. 

h) The spout is chipped so it doesn't --------------very well. 

i) If you -------------the dog, it will attack you. 

j) The debate could ----------------- the meeting by over an hour. 

 
 
42. 

question 

quote 

quarrel 

quake 

quiver 

quiz 

quit 

query 

quench 

qualify 
 

a) They felt the ground ------------------as the bomb exploded. 

b) Before a language test, get someone to ----------you on vocabulary. 

c) I feel I must------------my earlier remarks in case they are 

misinterpreted. 

d) I need something to ---------------- my thirst. 

e) Few people will -------------with this basic principle. 

f) I can't figure out why he ---------------his job. 

g) I would never -------------------her friendship. 

h) The thought of finally being on stage made her --------with 

excitement. 

i) If anyone would like to------------this data, please write to us. 

j) Let me by way of illustration ------------from an article in today's 

`Times'. 
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43. 

reckoned 

raised 

rambled 

rattled 

recognized 

raved 

rated 

received 

ranted 
 

a) The Queen ----------------his services to the state by awarding him a 

knighthood. 

b) The old man ---------------on happily about the past. 

c) She -----------at me for over an hour about how selfish Charles was. 

d) She is ---------------- to be the cleverest student in the class. 

e) He is widely -------------as one of the best players in the world. 

f) My suggestion was --------------with disdain. 

g) She was clearly ------------by the news. 

h) The money the concert --------------will go to various charities. 

i) The critics -------------about how good O'Connell's book was. 

 
 
44. 

refused 

reduced 

remained 

resisted 

reflected 

resented 

relish 

reconciled 

relented 

rejected 
 

a) After years of not speaking to each other, she was finally -----------

with her father. 

b) I don't ---------------having to get up so early. 

c) The shirt was greatly ----------------in the sale. 

d) Her interest in gardening is ----------------in her novels. 

e) Various proposals were examined and ----------------. 

f) She finally -----------------and let the children stay up late to watch 

TV. 

g) Very little of the house ----------------after the fire. 

h) He --------------the way she patronized him. 

i) Those without visas were ---------------entry. 

j) He ----------------the temptation to answer back. 

 
 
45. 

rose 

restricted 

revealed 

rewarded 

roared 

rocked 

resolved 

rushed 

rubbed 

ran 
 

a) She was ---------------for her efforts with a pay rise. 

b) 'Silence!' he -----------------. 

c) A closer examination ----------------a crack in the vase. 

d) She -----------------the baby to sleep in its cradle. 

e) She ----------------that she would never see him again. 

f) House prices ----------------at a higher rate than inflation. 

g) He ----------------his eyes and yawned as though waking up after a 

long sleep. 

h) Her last musical --------------for six months on Broadway. 

i) He ---------------into the room flourishing the local newspaper 

excitedly. 

j) Fog severely -----------------visibility. 
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46. 

scattered 

said 

saved 

scowled 

scalded 

scrubbed 

scribbled 

scared 

sauntered 

screamed 
 

a) She ----------------down his comments. 

b) He --------------by with his hands in his pockets. 

c) The walls were now --------------clean of graffiti. 

d) Her parents' gift ----------------her from having to borrow from the 

bank. 

e) She was badly ---------------------when the boiler exploded. 

f) We -------------------- seeds on the ground for the birds. 

g) The receptionist-----------------at me. 

h) Her angry glance -----------------it all. 

i) The fans -----------------with delight when they saw him. 

j) Didn't you feel ----------------------? 

 
 
47. 

settling 

scrapping 

scratching 

shaking 

slapping 

slipping 

seeking 

shrinking 

shattering 

sinking 
 

a) His lawyer is --------------a postponement of the hearing. 

b) There are rumours that the government is -------------income tax!. 

c) We heard the sound of glass -----------------. 

d) ----------------------the rash will only make it worse. 

e) There's no point in --------------------from the truth. 

f) ---------------------your head for `No' is not universal. 

g) The ship is -----------------------fast.  

h) The debate about whether ------------------your child is acceptable 

continues. 

i) How are the children -------------------into their new school? 

j) She could see her chances of victory ---------------------away. 

 
 
48. 

snatch 

sneak 

smash 

snap 

sneer 

snigger 

snore 

sneeze 

smack 

sniff 
 

a) The kissing on stage made some of the young audience --------------

. 

b) They managed to ----------------victory in the last moments of the 

game. 

c) Does your husband -------------------? 

d) We heard the branch --------------------. 

e) I managed to --------------------him a note without the teacher 

seeing. 

f) I think it's wrong to --------------------children even when they 

misbehave. 

g) Why do so many people ------------------at British cooking? 

h) The lock was rusty, so we had to ----------------the door open. 

i) The pepper in the food made me --------------- . 

j) I wouldn't --------------at the chance of a job, whatever it was. 
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49. 

spun 

spotted 

spat 

spared 

sprayed 

soaked 

sobbed 

spilled 

snorted 

splashed 
 

a) They killed the men but ----------------- the children. 

b) `What a load of rubbish!' he --------------------. 

c) The baby ---------------------its food out onto the table. 

d) I ---------------------a whole jug of juice. 

e) She ----------------------on her heel and flounced out. 

f) She -----------------her face with cold water. 

g) He -----------------for hours when he found out she had gone. 

h) The thief was -----------------by an observant shop assistant. 

i) My clothes are completely -------------------. 

j) Potatoes are ----------------after harvesting with a pesticide to stop 

mould. 

 
 
50. 

squinted 

squashed 

sprinted 

sprinkled 

squeezed 

squealed 

squatted 

squeaked 

spread 

squirted 
 

a) The little girl --------------------us with water from her water pistol. 

b) He sat on his hat and -----------------it flat. 

c) He ----------------some strawberry jam on his toast. 

d) The children -----------------down by the fire. 

e) `Let go of me!' he -----------------nervously. 

f) He -----------------sugar over his cereal. 

g) He -------------------with pain. 

h) I ----------------------the bottle and the sauce squirted out. 

i) I --------------------across the square to the station. 

j) She -------------------against the sun. 

 
 
51. 

stab 

sting 

storm 

stamp 

stand 

stare 

stink 

stagger 

stir 

state 
 

a) The agreement must ---------------. 

b) He made the whole house -----------------with his pipe smoke. 

c) It's bad manners to ------------------at people. 

d) Not all nettles ---------------------- . 

e) There were so many runners they had to ------------the start. 

f) ----------------- in enough milk to form a soft dough. 

g) He tried to -------------------his attacker with a penknife. 

h) The soldiers began to -------------------the barricades erected by the 

rioters. 

i) Please ------------------your name, age and occupation on the form. 

j) They didn't --------------my passport. 
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52. 

sustained 

swelled 

swore 

swallowed 

survived 

summoned 

swayed 

swapped 

sulked 

supervised 
 

a) He ---------------all criticism without saying a thing. 

b) I was -----------------to appear before the magistrates. 

c) I -----------------my big car for a smaller one. 

d) The service and the food are personally -------------by the 

restaurant owner. 

e) He ---------------slightly, as if about to fall. 

f) All the passengers and crew ----------------the crash. 

g) She bumped her head in the doorway and --------------- loudly. 

h) The clapping was --------------for several minutes. 

i) After the fall, her ankle -------------------up quickly. 

j) He ----------------for days after being left out of the team. 

 
 
53. 

tempt 

tap 

talk 

take 

thrash 

tell 

tear 

thaw 

tackle 

tease 
 

a) Council officials estimated that the work would -----------------three 

months. 

b) I think Chelsea will ------------------Leeds in the match this 

afternoon. 

c) I once saw a man --------------- a telephone directory in half. 

d) She began to -----------------her feet to the rhythm. 

e) The other boys used to-----------------            him because of his 

accent. 

f) -------------------sense - what you're suggesting is impossible. 

g) It's hard to ----------------whether the story is true or not. 

h) Can you suggest how we might ------------------the problem? 

i) Nothing would ----------------me to join the army. 

j) It's starting to -----------------. 

 
 
54. 

tickled 

thrived 

threw 

thumped 

tipped 

thrust 

throbbed 

threatened 

tinkered 

tied 
 

a) He ------------------the table in frustration. 

b) `Our very existence is ----------------,' he proclaimed. 

c) The glass -------------over and crashed to the floor. 

d) The news of her death really ---------------me. 

e) On Sundays he always -----------with the engine of his old car. 

f) Suprisingly, the animals ----------------in captivity. 

g) The fortunes of the company are ----------------to the success of the 

industry as a whole. 

h) The ship's engines --------------quietly. 

i) She ----------------my nose with a feather. 

j) He ----------------his way through the crowd of people. 
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55. 

tossed 

transpired 

toppled 

trampled 

trailed 

touched 

traced 

trapped 

trod 

tottered 
 

a) The tired children -------------------along behind their parents. 

b) The building -----------------briefly and then collapsed in a heap of 

rubble. 

c) Many of her plants had been-----------------underfoot by the 

children playing in the garden. 

d) We -----------------a coin and it came down heads. 

e) This, it later ------------------, was untrue. 

f) The pile of books ---------------over onto the floor. 

g) The lift broke down and we were --------------- inside. 

h) Her plight ----------------the nation. 

i) The dog let out a yelp as I --------------on its paw. 

j) The cause of the fire was --------------to a faulty fuse box. 

 
 
 
56. 

tripped 

troubled 

tucked 

treated 

tumbled 

trotted 

trimmed 

twisted 

trembled 
 

a) She --------------- to think what might have happened to him. 

b) The hen ---------------its head under its wing. 

c) I --------------an inch off the hem of this skirt. 

d) My shopping bag broke and everything ----------------out. 

e) His leg hooked round mine and ---------------me up. 

f) We -------------- the bed sheets into a rope and escaped by climbing 

down it. 

g) She --------------her pony round the field. 

h) How can I make up for the way I've ---------------you? 

i) My conscience was ---------------by the unkind things I had said to 

her. 

 
 
 
57. 

unnerved 

underwent 

undid 

uncovered 

unfolded 

underrated 

undertook 

unburdened 

undermined 

unwound 
 

a) She ---------------after a stressful day at work by walking across the 

park. 

b) Repeated failure never ----------------his confidence. 

c) She usually ---------------herself to her friends rather than to her 

husband. 

d) The police----------------a plot to kidnap the President's daughter. 

e) Her teachers seriously -------------her academic abilities. 

f) He -----------------most of the good work of his predecessor. 

g) She -------------her elaborate plans to us. 

h) He --------------to finish the job by Friday. 

i) The silence of the place ----------------me. 

j) Amy's character -----------------a complete transformation. 
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58. 

ventured 

vanished 

verified 

vindicated 

vented 

vaulted 

voiced 

viewed 

vowed 

veered 
 

a) `I wonder if I can help,' she -----------------. 

b) The jockey --------------------lightly into the saddle. 

c) A spokesman ------------------the workers' dissatisfaction. 

d) He --------------------his rage on his long-suffering wife. 

e) The computer ---------------------that the data had been loaded 

correctly. 

f) The problem should not be ---------------in isolation. 

g) My pen seems to have -------------------- without trace. 

h) I consider that I've been completely ---------------------. 

i) She ----------------never to speak to him again. 

j) Her mood -----------------between shame and anger. 

 
 
59. 

wailed 

warranted 

wandered 

warped 

waved 

waffled 

wafted 

wagged 

waded 

wavered 
 

a) He -------------------on for hours but no one was listening. 

b) He never ----------------in his determination to succeed. 

c) The scent of the flowers was -----------------along by the breeze. 

d) She sat down in the middle of the floor and wept and ------------. 

e) We ----------------across a shallow stream. 

f) Further investigation is clearly --------------------. 

g) I --------------------goodbye as they drove away. 

h) The child ------------------off and got lost. 

i) The dog --------------------its tail excitedly. 

j) The hot sun had -----------------the cover of the book. 

 
 
60. 

wriggle 

wrap 

withdraw 

wince 

withstand 

whine 

whisper 

wipe 

weep 

wink 
 

a) My throat was so sore I could only ----------------. 

b) I still ------------------at the memory of the stupid things I did. 

c) It's your turn to make the beds - don't try to -------------------out of 

it. 

d) To ----------------- at somebody can mean several different things. 

e) When she heard the terrible news she began to -------------------. 

f) He lent me a handkerchief to -----------------my face with. 

g) I'd like to -----------------£500 please. 

h) The dog started to ------------------outside the door. 

i) Buildings have been reinforced to ----------------earthquakes. 

j) ---------------------the parcel carefully to avoid damage during 

transit. 
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Grammar: Verbs 

Answer key 

 

1. abandon-accumulate 

 

abusing,     abate,          abandon,      abhor,             abolish,          abuse,  

abound,      accord,        accentuate,   accumulate,   abide 

a) It disgusts me to see him abusing his wife in public. 

b) She wears blue to accentuate her eyes. 

c) They are very old-fashioned and abhor change. 

d) We need to accumulate enough evidence to ensure his conviction. 

e) How could you abide such awful conditions? 

f) He will never abandon hope. 

g) They waited for the storm to abate. 

h) Should governments abolish the death penalty? 

i) This information does not accord with the evidence of earlier witnesses. 

j) Oranges abound here all the year round. 

k) People who abuse their parking privileges will have them removed. 

 

2. acknowledge-air 

 

acknowledged,    adhered,       aired,        adjourned,   advocated,            

acquitted,            aggravated,   afforded,  adapted 

 

a) The council advocated banning cars in the city centre. 

b) The tree afforded them welcome shade. 

c) She acknowledged that the equipment had been incorrectly installed. 

d) He adhered strictly to the given schedule. 

e) The trial was adjourned until the following week. 

f) He was acquitted on the grounds of diminished responsibility. 

g) He aggravated his condition by leaving hospital too soon. 

h) These styles can be adapted to suit individual tastes. 

i) He frequently aired his views in public. 

 

3. alert-anticipate 

 

alerted alleviated alternated amended anticipated 

alluded ambled alleged alienated amalgamated 

 

a) Many artists feel alienated from society. 

b) The Official Secrets Act has been amended to prevent further leaks. 

c) They anticipated that the weather would turn cold and took their coats. 

d) He alluded to the new developments in his speech. 

e) The weather alternated between rain and sunshine. 

f) The newspaper alleged that a number of unauthorized payments had been made. 

g) They alleviated the boredom of waiting by singing songs. 

h) The group happily ambled along for miles. 

i) Hospitals were alerted and staff put on stand-by. 

j) Several colleges were amalgamated to form the new university. 
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4. apply-avert 

 

attending applying assuring attributing attaining 

arising averting assuming associating  

 

a) Are there any matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting? 

b) I don't like you associating with such people. 

c) You can only solve this problem by applying yourself to it. 

d) He will be assuming full charge of the firm after his father's death. 

e) He wasn't attending properly and missed most of what she said. 

f) Scientists are attributing the outbreak to poor hygiene. 

g) The police began by assuring everyone that the child was safe. 

h) The company had to work out the best way of attaining its goals. 

i) The charity was credited with averting a disaster. 
 

5. back-beckon 

 

backfired badgered beaten battled baffled 

banned backed beckoned balanced  

 

a) After the incident, she was banned from driving for six months. 

b) Her parents backed her in her choice of career. 

c) After their plans backfired, the group members were quickly caught by the police. 

d) They battled with the wind and the waves. 

e) We didn't win the contract: we were just beaten by another firm. 

f) Tom badgered Kelly into doing the washing-up. 

g) Police are baffled as to the identity of the killer. 

h) She balanced the attractions of a high salary against the prospect of working long 

hours. 

i) They beckoned him into the room. 
 

6. begrudge-blow 

 

belied bellowed belittled bid betrayed 

begrudged bet blew   

 

a) She felt belittled by her husband's arrogant behaviour. 

b) Several firms have bid for the contract to build the new concert hall. 

c) He blew his chances by arriving late for the interview. 

d) The sergeant bellowed orders at his platoon. 

e) She was betrayed by her daughter, in whom she placed so much trust. 

f) She begrudged every penny she paid in tax. 

g) His cheerful manner belied a deep feeling of sadness. 

h) He bet the last of his money on a horse. 
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7. bluff-buy 
 

brace brag bluff bother broach 

brood bow browse blunder buy 

 

a) You'll never bluff them into letting you go. 

b) We're tired of having to bow to authority. 

c) The police told them to brace themselves for some bad news. 

d) He has to broach the subject of a loan with his bank manager. 

e) You are welcome to browse in our showroom. 

f) In the dark, she heard him blunder into the table. 

g) He told her not to bother with the washing-up, as he'd do it. 

h) He was known to brag excessively about his achievements. 

i) When he's depressed he will brood for hours. 

j) The union leaders are trying to buy time by prolonging the negotiations. 

 

8. cadge-challenge 
 

carved catered challenged calmed cast 

cadged ceased careered captivated called 

 

a) Her gentle voice calmed the baby's crying. 

b) He was out when I called round to see him. 

c) The car careered off the road into a ditch. 

d) He frequently cadged lifts from his friends. 

e) Hostilities between the two sides ceased at midnight. 

f) Man's earliest implements were carved from stone and bone. 

g) He was captivated by the beautiful scenery. 

h) New findings then appeared that cast doubt on her conviction. 

i) The programme was popular because it catered for all tastes. 

j) She challenged the newspaper to prove its story. 

 

9. chant-chop 

chopping cherishing chasing choking chattering 

chatting cheating chewing cheering chanting 

 

a) The crowd were cheering her, willing her to win. 

b) She is cherishing a forlorn hope of seeing him again. 

c) She never ate fish because she was scared of choking on a bone. 

d) The stadium was packed with chanting fans. 

e) We got chatting and discovered we'd been at college together. 

f) She sat chewing on the end of a pencil, waiting for inspiration. 

g) Her teeth were chattering in the cold. 

h) You'll have to start chasing up those delayed orders. 

i) He had been cheating the taxman for years. 

j) He spent most of the morning chopping wood for the fire. 
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10. chuckle-clutch 

clenched clinched clutched cleared clashed 

chuckled clasped clogged clicked clung 

 

a) She clicked her finger and thumb together. 

b) She clung to the hope that he was still alive. 

c) He chuckled with glee at the little joke he was about to make. 

d) The Government and the Opposition clashed on the question of unemployment. 

e) He clutched the rope we threw to him. 

f) His hands were clasped together in prayer. 

g) The article was cleared for publication. 

h) The road was clogged with traffic in both directions. 

i) The score was level until a last-minute goal clinched it for us. 

j) He spoke through clenched teeth. 
 

11. coax-compress 

compile commit collapse collide coax 

compensate compress coincide comply compel 

 

a) It is most effective to compress an argument into a few sentences. 

b) They were criticized for being vague and unwilling to commit themselves. 

c) The particles are accelerated and collide at high speed. 

d) We cannot compel you to do it, but we think you should. 

e) She looked ready to collapse at any minute. 

f) Nothing can compensate for the death of a loved one. 

g) The programme is nicely timed to coincide with the opening of the exhibition. 

h) He wants to compile a complete catalogue of Rembrandt's paintings. 

i) I had to coax the information out of him. 

j) The Courts ordered them to comply fully with EC directives on equal treatment for 

women. 

 

12. comprise-confine 

 

condemn conceive conclude compromise confine 

concede condone confide conceal comprise 

 

a) I cannot find it in myself to condemn a mother who steals for a hungry child. 

b) I wish the speaker would confine himself to the subject. 

c) The House of Commons and the House of Lords comprise the British Parliament. 

d) I could only condone violence in exceptional circumstances. 

e) There's no one here I can confide in. 

f) We must not concede any of our territory. 

g) I cannot conceive why you allowed the girls to go alone. 

h) She refused to compromise her principles. 

i) They could barely conceal their glee. 

j) What do you conclude from that? 
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13. confirm-contravene 
 

confirm conform contemplate conspire consult 

console contradict contravene consume confront 

 

a) If the pain continues, you should consult a doctor. 

b) He doesn't conform to the usual stereotype of the city businessman. 

c) This local law appears to contravene the country's constitution. 

d) He swung round to confront his accusers. 

e) Nothing could console him when his pet dog died. 

f) I can't even contemplate buying a house until I have a better paid job. 

g) The children used to conspire with each other to play tricks on their parents. 

h) I am writing to confirm your entitlement to housing benefit. 

i) The speaker had got confused, and started to contradict himself. 

j) Alcohol can be bad for you if you consume it in large quantities. 
 

14. converge-crawl 

 

covered conveyed crammed cowered crawled 

converged craved cracked cramped coped 

 

a) The streets were crammed with people waving flags. 

b) Her letter clearly conveyed how happy she felt. 

c) The baby crawled towards the toy. 

d) She coped well in the circumstances, even though she was feeling ill. 

e) Her lectures covered the subject thoroughly. 

f) The child craved the attention of his parents. 

g) The dog cowered miserably in a corner of the room. 

h) The ice cracked as he stepped onto it. 

i) 50,000 protesters converged on the capital's central square today. 

j) All these difficulties cramped his progress. 
 

15. creak-curtail 

credited curbed creased cringed crouched 

curtailed creaked cuddled croaked crept 

 

a) He weakly croaked out a few words. 

b) His face creased into a smile. 

c) Illness has curtailed her sporting career. 

d) She was wrongly credited with being the author of the piece. 

e) The child cuddled up to her mother. 

f) She crouched down and held her frozen hands towards the fire. 

g) He crept upstairs without a sound. 

h) He cringed with embarrassment as she read his letter to the group. 

i) Heavy debts soon curbed her spending habits. 

j) The garden gate creaked open. 
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16. dangle-decline 
 

dawned dashed declined decayed deceived 

dazzled dangled dared dawdled declared 

 

a) Nobody dared to criticize his decisions. 

b) His popularity declined and even his friends started deserting him. 

c) She was dazzled by her first sight of the ancient city. 

d) She dashed down the road with reporters in hot pursuit. 

e) The government declared a state of emergency after the earthquake. 

f) We dawdled over our meal for two or three hours. 

g) The old woodwork had decayed badly. 

h) He dangled his watch in front of the baby. 

i) We were not deceived by his friendly manner for long. 

j) It finally dawned on me that he had been lying all the time. 

 

17. decry-degenerate 
 

deferred degenerated deflected defied dedicated 

deducted deduced defused decried defaced 

 

a) The speech only partially defused hostility towards the government. 

b) She dedicated her life to helping the poor. 

c) The wall had been defaced with slogans. 

d) The march degenerated into a riot. 

e) The economists deduced from the figures that the economy was recovering. 

f) She defied her parents and got married. 

g) Tax and insurance are deducted from your wages. 

h) He deferred his flight to the week after. 

i) He decried her efforts as a waste of time. 

j) One of the defenders accidentally deflected the ball into the net. 

 

18. deign-despise 

 

deletes deliberates deplores despises demolishes 

depicts deserts derives denotes deigns 

 

a) Her novel depicts life in Victorian London. 

b) My computer sometimes deletes documents without warning. 

c) He despises the people who treated him so badly. 

d) You will be sent from the room while the management deliberates over your proposal. 

e) A soldier who deserts his post in times of war is punished severely. 

f) Her article brilliantly demolishes his whole argument. 

g) She derives great pleasure from art. 

h) In algebra, the sign x usually denotes an unknown quantity. 

i) She's such a snob, I'm surprised that she deigns to talk to me. 

j) He deplores the desecration of the countryside by new roads. 
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19. deter-discard 

detest discard deteriorate diminish devise 

devastate deter devote detract determine 

 

a) No amount of criticism can detract from her achievements. 

b) One's eyes often deteriorate as one gets older. 

c) Do not discard the chicken bones, as they are needed to make the stock. 

d) The exam results could determine your career. 

e) The news of his death will devastate her. 

f) The opposition is trying to diminish our achievements. 

g) We need to devise a way of getting into the building without being noticed. 

h) What is the best way to deter young people from taking up smoking? 

i) He seems to devote all his efforts to his sporting activities. 

j) I detest violence on television. 
 

20. disclose-distract 

discount disrupt distract disguise disclose 

disperse distort disintegrate discriminate dismiss 

 

a) The family is starting to disintegrate. 

b) Newspapers often distort facts. 

c) She couldn't disguise her glee at their embarrassment. 

d) He tried to dismiss the suspicions from his mind. 

e) I can not disclose what I was told in that meeting. 

f) Bad weather conditions can seriously disrupt traffic. 

g) You can completely discount what Jack said - he's a dreadful liar. 

h) We do not discriminate on grounds of age, sex or race. 

i) It was all a ploy to distract attention from his real aims. 

j) Security forces tried to disperse the crowds with tear gas. 

 

21. dither-duck 
 

dreaming dragging ducking dithering drawing 

dropping dribbling dodging driving dreading 

 

a) I joined the drama group for fun, never dreaming that one day I'd be acting 

professionally. 

b) Stop dithering about or we'll be late! 

c) Our final exams are drawing near. 

d) He avoided being seen by ducking down. 

e) The children are driving me to distraction. 

f) He's always dodging the housework. 

g) Your coat's dragging in the mud. 

h) Water was dribbling out of the tap. 

i) He had been dreading their meeting but her warm welcome soon put him at his ease. 

j) Inflation rates have been dropping all year. 
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22. eliminate-enter 
 

encountered enacted enlightened emulated emanated 

enhanced engrossed eliminated endeavoured entered 

 

a) He enlightened them as to the company's intentions. 

b) A strange ritual was being enacted before our eyes. 

c) He was eliminated from the contest in the fourth round. 

d) He was fascinated by the woman he had encountered in the airport lounge. 

e) Many of these ideas originally emanated from California. 

f) Those clothes really enhanced her appearance. 

g) She successfully emulated her sister's sporting achievements. 

h) It never entered my head that she would tell him about me. 

i) The story completely engrossed them. 

j) They endeavoured to make her happy, but in vain. 

 

23. evade-extend 
 

evoked exaggerated exploited exposed excelled 

exceeded evaded extended exerted evolved 

 

a) His willingness to help extended well beyond just making a few phone calls. 

b) He had exaggerated the story to make it more amusing. 

c) He evaded capture for three days. 

d) Demand for fish this month has exceeded supply. 

e) His meals are always very good, but this time he's really excelled himself. 

f) The music evoked memories of her youth. 

g) She exerted a lot of pressure on her children to succeed. 

h) They exploited her generosity shamelessly. 

i) The three species evolved from a single ancestor. 

j) His question exposed his ignorance of the subject. 

 

24. face-flatter 

 

feign fiddle flap flatter fancy 

face fade fathom fare  

 

a) We face the grim prospect of still higher unemployment. 

b) If you flatter your mother a bit she might invite us all to dinner. 

c) My tan's beginning to fade. 

d) Calm down! There's no need to flap! 

e) What do you fancy for supper? 

f) You may have to fiddle with the radio aerial to improve the reception. 

g) Presidents seem cursed to fare badly in the middle of their second terms. 

h) She had to feign sleep before he would leave. 

i) For reasons that I have never been able to fathom, the jury found him guilty. 
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25. flick-fume 
 

folding flocking forgiving forgoing fretting 

flourishing flicking fuming flopping frowning 

 

a) In summer, tourists start flocking to the museums and art galleries. 

b) The passengers were really fuming at the delay. 

c) The fish we'd caught were flopping around in the bottom of the boat. 

d) She bundled her clothes into the drawer without folding them. 

e) Few businesses are flourishing in the present economic climate. 

f) After the way her husband treated her, she had no intention of forgiving him. 

g) She is fretting about paying her rent. 

h) The workers are forgoing a pay increase for the sake of greater job security. 

i) The boy was told off for flicking paper at other children. 

j) My mother stood frowning at the mess in the kitchen. 

 

26. gabble-gloat 
 

gasped galvanized gabbled gathered gleaned 

gazed giggled glared gloated gauged 

 

a) She has galvanized into activity an industry notoriously bad at working together. 

b) She gloated over her rival's downfall. 

c) We all gasped in astonishment at the news. 

d) He gleaned from her speech that she had an interest in the business. 

e) A group of protesters gathered outside the embassy. 

f) She glared at me when I went near her desk. 

g) They gauged the strength of the wind by looking at the flags. 

h) He gabbled out some incomprehensible instructions about how to work the video. 

i) They giggled quietly at her strange hair. 

j) The children gazed longingly at the toys in the window. 

 

27. graduate-grunt 

 

groaned grown grafted greeted grilled 

graduated grasped grunted granted grieved 

 

a) The police grilled him for five hours about his part in the robbery. 

b) They grafted away all week to finish the project. 

c) She grunted some incomprehensible reply. 

d) I was granted permission to visit the palace. 

e) Her books have grown in popularity recently. 

f) I don't think you've quite grasped the seriousness of the situation. 

g) The candidate's speech was greeted with boos and jeers. 

h) We all groaned at his terrible jokes. 

i) For weeks she grieved over the death of her friend. 

j) Our son has just graduated from a tricycle to a bike. 
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28. haggle-heed 
 

harboured haunted heeded hailed haggled 

harassed halted hauled healed handled 

 

a) He was hauled up before the local magistrates for dangerous driving. 

b) The book was immediately hailed as a masterpiece. 

c) The government should have heeded the scientist's warnings 

d) The troops were halted for a rest. 

e) For days he was haunted by the fear of being found out. 

f) Her leg healed with remarkable speed. 

g) He handled the situation calmly. 

h) He complained of being harassed by the police. 

i) The management haggled with the union over a series of demands. 

j) He has harboured a grudge against me for years. 
 

29. heighten-hurl 

 

hinting hiding hobbling humouring hogging 

humiliating heightening highlighting hindering hurling 

 

a) The campaign is heightening public awareness of the plight of whales. 

b) She is hiding her feelings for him. 

c) Rioters were hurling stones and bottles at the police. 

d) They are planning a TV programme highlighting the problems of the unemployed. 

e) The girls hated their brother for humiliating them at school. 

f) The new laws seem to be hindering rather than promoting prison reform. 

g) The woman was hobbling along on crutches. 

h) She was used to humouring him when he was in one of his bad moods. 

i) Stop hogging the cheese and pass it round! 

j) I thought she was hinting at something but I let it go. 

 

30. idolize-induce 
 

imply impress induce impair impose 

ignore impinge incur idolize  

 

a) Too much alcohol will impair your ability to drive. 

b) Many teenagers idolize pop stars and sporting heroes. 

c) She tried to impress on the children the importance of their education. 

d) He plainly intended to ignore my advice. 

e) You should not let problems at home impinge on your work. 

f) Any expenses you may incur will be chargeable to the company. 

g) The fact that she was here seems to imply a degree of interest. 

h) We couldn't induce him even to set foot on the boat. 

i) Councils will be given sweeping powers to impose fines. 
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31. indulge-irritate 

 

intrigued inspired intruded intimated insinuated 

intervened irritated intimidated inferred indulged 

 

a) The Lake District scenery inspired Wordsworth to write his greatest poetry. 

b) I intervened on her behalf to try and get the decision changed. 

c) I was thoroughly intrigued to hear what she had to say. 

d) We indulged ourselves with a bottle of champagne. 

e) I felt as though I had intruded into a private conversation. 

f) His constant boasting irritated her. 

g) The size of the population can be inferred from the archaeological remains. 

h) She refused to be intimidated by the reports of the manager's bad temper. 

i) He made a remark that insinuated that Lucy was cheating. 

j) She has intimated to us that she no longer wishes to be considered for the post. 

 

 

32. jam-knock 
 

jutted kidded jeered jammed kicked 

jostled justified jumbled knocked juggled 

 

a) The balcony jutted out over the street. 

b) The terminal was jammed full of people and their luggage. 

c) His articles always knocked the team's efforts. 

d) During her speech, hecklers jeered and booed. 

e) He kidded his mother that he was ill. 

f) The youths jostled against her. 

g) While at college he juggled academic work and student politics. 

h) When I found that I'd missed the deadline I could have kicked myself! 

i) The details of the accident were all jumbled up in his mind. 

j) Her success has clearly justified their early faith in her. 

 

 

33. lag-lie 
 

lying lingering licking losing lagging 

lurking launching leading longing  

 

a) Thompson is lying in fourth place. 

b) Dave is leading Sarah astray with his unruly behaviour.  

c) The cat was licking its fur. 

d) The little boy was lagging behind the rest of the walkers. 

e) She was still lingering around the theatre long after the other fans had gone home. 

f) The children are longing for the summer. 

g) The charity will be launching the appeal at the gala dinner next week. 

h) She had to alter her clothes after losing weight. 

i) Simon's usually lurking about somewhere near the bar. 
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34. manipulate-mutter 
 

melted met murmured mastered meant 

marvelled marked manipulated marred muttered 

 

a) The big game was marred by crowd trouble. 

b) The invitation was meant as a friendly gesture. 

c) She has mastered the technique of playing the guitar. 

d) Her anger quickly melted when she saw how sorry they were. 

e) They all marvelled at her courage. 

f) Others have met similar problems when dealing with that company. 

g) The crowd murmured its dissatisfaction at having to wait. 

h) Einstein's theories marked a new epoch in mathematics. 

i) She muttered angrily to herself whilst finishing the housework. 

j) As a shrewd politician he manipulated public opinion through the media. 

 

 

35. mingle-mumble 
 

motivate move mingle mount mislead 

moan mislay miss mumble  

 

a) I have to be careful that I don't mislay my passport. 

b) I'm sick of hearing him moan about his job. 

c) It was unforgivable of him to mislead her like that. 

d) As the numbers of refugees mount, so does the problem of finding homes for them. 

e) When did you first miss your purse? 

f) The play contains one or two interesting scenes but overall it failed to move me. 

g) Security men were instructed to mingle with the crowd. 

h) She heard him mumble something incomprehensible. 

i) Teachers frequently find it difficult to motivate students. 

 

 

36. nag-nudge 
 

neglecting nodding nattering nagging nudging 

naming nibbling noting nipping nicking 

 

a) A bike is ideal for nipping through traffic. 

b) I can't sit here nattering when I've got work to do. 

c) She charged me with neglecting my work. 

d) You'll find it difficult to pin him down to naming a price. 

e) Mice have been nibbling at the cheese. 

f) I felt people were nudging each other and pointing at me. 

g) Her brother is in trouble for nicking cars. 

h) He sat nodding in time to the music. 

i) She's been nagging me to mend that lamp for weeks. 

j) It is worth noting that the most successful companies had the lowest prices. 
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37. observe-owe 
 

omitted obsessed observed outdid occurred 

owed outweighed overwhelmed overlooked occupied 

 

a) I was completely overwhelmed by the kindness I had received. 

b) The thought of resigning never occurred to me. 

c) Her statement omitted certain important facts. 

d) The team outdid all their rivals. 

e) He observed that it would probably rain. 

f) The risks are vastly outweighed by the potential benefits. 

g) Despite her abilities she has been repeatedly overlooked for promotion. 

h) She became obsessed with the idea that she was being watched. 

i) She owed her succes as a writer to her inspirational English teacher. 

j) The child occupied himself in playing video games. 

 

38. pace-perceive 
 

packed panted passed peeped patted 

penalized perceived paced peered paid 

 

a) He patted his face dry with a towel. 

b) She peeped through a crack in the curtains. 

c) Fans packed the hall to see the band. 

d) I perceived a change in his behaviour. 

e) He ran up to us and panted out the message. 

f) She paid no heed to our warning. 

g) The bank clerk peered at the customer from behind the grille. 

h) He paced the streets all night long. 

i) Will we be penalized for incorrect spelling in the exam? 

j) Months passed, and we began to despair of ever hearing from him again. 

 

39. perpetuate-plague 
 

persevered petrified perturbed placed pierced 

persisted plagued perpetuated pinched pestered 

 

a) I was surprised but not perturbed by his sudden outburst. 

b) She was plagued with arthritis. 

c) He pestered her with requests for help. 

d) The idea of making a speech in public completely petrified him. 

e) The beam of the searchlight pierced through the darkness. 

f) She persevered in her efforts to win the championship. 

g) Who's pinched my dictionary? 

h) The measures only perpetuated the hostility between the two groups. 

i) Responsibility for concluding the agreement was placed in his hands. 

j) Although she had known him for several years, he persisted in calling her 'Miss 

Askew'. 
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40. plan-postpone 

plunged postponed portrayed pledged planned 

posed pondered poked plotted pleaded 

 

a) He poked his head round the door to see if she was in the room. 

b) She pleaded with him not to leave her. 

c) Esra pondered over the problem for hours before finding the solution. 

d) The government has pledged itself to reduce bureaucracy. 

e) He has often been portrayed as a cold, calculating character. 

f) They plotted to overthrow the government. 

g) Melissa posed as a successful businesswoman to get into the conference. 

h) A power failure plunged everything into darkness. 

i) The match was postponed to the following Saturday because of bad weather. 

j) I'd planned on having a quiet evening at home, until you turned up! 

 

 

41. pour-put 

presume profess provoke prolong present 

prove put prop press pour 

 

a) He used a box to prop the door open. 

b) I myself will present the prizes. 

c) The firm is trying to press new contracts on its employees. 

d) The prospect of going shopping is bound to put Jo in a good mood. 

e) I wouldn't presume to argue with you. 

f) I don't profess to be an expert in this subject. 

g) It is my contention that you are wrong, and I shall try to prove it. 

h) The spout is chipped so it doesn't pour very well. 

i) If you provoke the dog, it will attack you. 

j) The debate could prolong the meeting by over an hour. 

 

 

42. quake-quote 

 

question quote quarrel quake quiver 

quiz quit query quench qualify 

 

a) They felt the ground quake as the bomb exploded. 

b) Before a language test, get someone to quiz you on vocabulary. 

c) I feel I must qualify my earlier remarks in case they are misinterpreted. 

d) I need something to quench my thirst. 

e) Few people will quarrel with this basic principle. 

f) I can't figure out why he quit his job. 

g) I would never question her friendship. 

h) The thought of finally being on stage made her quiver with excitement. 

i) If anyone would like to query this data, please write to us. 

j) Let me by way of illustration quote from an article in today's `Times'. 
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43. raise-recognize 
 

reckoned raised rambled rattled recognized 

raved rated received ranted  

 

a) The Queen recognized his services to the state by awarding him a knighthood. 

b) The old man rambled on happily about the past. 

c) She ranted at me for over an hour about how selfish Charles was. 

d) She is reckoned to be the cleverest student in the class. 

e) He is widely rated as one of the best players in the world. 

f) My suggestion was received with disdain. 

g) She was clearly rattled by the news. 

h) The money the concert raised will go to various charities. 

i) The critics raved about how good O'Connell's book was. 

 

 

44. reconcile-relish 
 

refused reduced remained resisted reflected 

resented relish reconciled relented rejected 

 

a) After years of not speaking to each other, she was finally reconciled with her father. 

b) I don't relish having to get up so early. 

c) The shirt was greatly reduced in the sale. 

d) Her interest in gardening is reflected in her novels. 

e) Various proposals were examined and rejected. 

f) She finally relented and let the children stay up late to watch TV. 

g) Very little of the house remained after the fire. 

h) He resented the way she patronized him. 

i) Those without visas were refused entry. 

j) He resisted the temptation to answer back. 

 

 

45. resolve-rush 
 

rose restricted revealed rewarded roared 

rocked resolved rushed rubbed ran 

 

a) She was rewarded for her efforts with a pay rise. 

b) 'Silence!' he roared. 

c) A closer examination revealed a crack in the vase. 

d) She rocked the baby to sleep in its cradle. 

e) She resolved that she would never see him again. 

f) House prices rose at a higher rate than inflation. 

g) He rubbed his eyes and yawned as though waking up after a long sleep. 

h) Her last musical ran for six months on Broadway. 

i) He rushed into the room flourishing the local newspaper excitedly. 

j) Fog severely restricted visibility. 
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46. saunter-scrub 

scattered said saved scowled scalded 

scrubbed scribbled scared sauntered screamed 

 

a) She scribbled down his comments. 

b) He sauntered by with his hands in his pockets. 

c) The walls were now scrubbed clean of graffiti. 

d) Her parents' gift saved her from having to borrow from the bank. 

e) She was badly scalded when the boiler exploded. 

f) We scattered seeds on the ground for the birds. 

g) The receptionist scowled at me. 

h) Her angry glance said it all. 

i) The fans screamed with delight when they saw him. 

j) Didn't you feel scared? 

 

 

47. scrap-shatter 

settling scrapping scratching shaking slapping 

slipping seeking shrinking shattering sinking 

 

a) His lawyer is seeking a postponement of the hearing. 

b) There are rumours that the government is scrapping income tax!. 

c) We heard the sound of glass shattering . 

d) Scratching the rash will only make it worse. 

e) There's no point in shrinking from the truth. 

f) shaking your head for `No' is not universal. 

g) The ship is sinking fast.  

h) The debate about whether slapping your child is acceptable continues. 

i) How are the children settling into their new school? 

j) She could see her chances of victory slipping away. 

 

 

48. smack-snore 

 

snatch sneak smash snap sneer 

snigger snore sneeze smack sniff 

 

a) The kissing on stage made some of the young audience snigger. 

b) They managed to snatch victory in the last moments of the game. 

c) Does your husband snore? 

d) We heard the branch snap . 

e) I managed to sneak him a note without the teacher seeing. 

f) I think it's wrong to smack children even when they misbehave. 

g) Why do so many people sneer at British cooking? 

h) The lock was rusty, so we had to smash the door open. 

i) The pepper in the food made me sneeze. 

j) I wouldn't sniff at the chance of a job, whatever it was. 
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49. snort-spray 

spun spotted spat spared sprayed 

soaked sobbed spilled snorted splashed 

 

a) They killed the men but spared the children. 

b) `What a load of rubbish!' he snorted. 

c) The baby spat its food out onto the table. 

d) I spilled a whole jug of juice. 

e) She spun on her heel and flounced out. 

f) She splashed her face with cold water. 

g) He sobbed for hours when he found out she had gone. 

h) The thief was spotted by an observant shop assistant. 

i) My clothes are completely soaked. 

j) Potatoes are sprayed after harvesting with a pesticide to stop mould. 

 

 

50. spread-squirt 

squinted squashed sprinted sprinkled squeezed 

squealed squatted squeaked spread squirted 

 

a) The little girl squirted us with water from her water pistol. 

b) He sat on his hat and squashed it flat. 

c) He spread some strawberry jam on his toast. 

d) The children squatted down by the fire. 

e) `Let go of me!' he squeaked nervously. 

f) He sprinkled sugar over his cereal. 

g) He squealed with pain. 

h) I squeezed the bottle and the sauce squirted out. 

i) I sprinted across the square to the station. 

j) She squinted against the sun. 

 

 

51. stab-storm 

 

stab sting storm stamp stand 

stare stink stagger stir state 

 

a) The agreement must stand. 

b) He made the whole house stink with his pipe smoke. 

c) It's bad manners to stare at people. 

d) Not all nettles sting. 

e) There were so many runners they had to stagger the start. 

f) Stir in enough milk to form a soft dough. 

g) He tried to stab his attacker with a penknife. 

h) The soldiers began to storm the barricades erected by the rioters. 

i) Please state your name, age and occupation on the form. 

j) They didn't stamp my passport. 
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52. sulk-swell 

sustained swelled swore swallowed survived 

summoned swayed swapped sulked supervised 

 

a) He swallowed all criticism without saying a thing. 

b) I was summoned to appear before the magistrates. 

c) I swapped my big car for a smaller one. 

d) The service and the food are personally supervised by the restaurant owner. 

e) He swayed slightly, as if about to fall. 

f) All the passengers and crew survived the crash. 

g) She bumped her head in the doorway and swore loudly. 

h) The clapping was sustained for several minutes. 

i) After the fall, her ankle swelled up quickly. 

j) He sulked for days after being left out of the team. 

 

 

53. tackle-thrash 

tempt tap talk take thrash 

tell tear thaw tackle tease 

 

a) Council officials estimated that the work would take three months. 

b) I think Chelsea will thrash Leeds in the match this afternoon. 

c) I once saw a man tear a telephone directory in half. 

d) She began to tap her feet to the rhythm. 

e) The other boys used to tease him because of his accent. 

f) Talk sense - what you're suggesting is impossible. 

g) It's hard to tell whether the story is true or not. 

h) Can you suggest how we might tackle the problem? 

i) Nothing would tempt me to join the army. 

j) It's starting to thaw. 

 

 

54. threaten-tip 

 

tickled thrived threw thumped tipped 

thrust throbbed threatened tinkered tied 

 

a) He thumped the table in frustration. 

b) `Our very existence is threatened,' he proclaimed. 

c) The glass tipped over and crashed to the floor. 

d) The news of her death really threw me. 

e) On Sundays he always tinkered with the engine of his old car. 

f) Suprisingly, the animals thrived in captivity. 

g) The fortunes of the company are tied to the success of the industry as a whole. 

h) The ship's engines throbbed quietly. 

i) She tickled my nose with a feather. 

j) He thrust his way through the crowd of people. 
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55. topple-tread 
 

tossed transpired toppled trampled trailed 

touched traced trapped trod tottered 

 

a) The tired children trailed along behind their parents. 

b) The building tottered briefly and then collapsed in a heap of rubble. 

c) Many of her plants had been trampled underfoot by the children playing in the garden. 

d) We tossed a coin and it came down heads. 

e) This, it later transpired, was untrue. 

f) The pile of books toppled over onto the floor. 

g) The lift broke down and we were trapped inside. 

h) Her plight touched the nation. 

i) The dog let out a yelp as I trod on its paw. 

j) The cause of the fire was traced to a faulty fuse box. 

 

 

56. treat-twist 
 

tripped troubled tucked treated tumbled 

trotted trimmed twisted trembled  

 

a) She trembled to think what might have happened to him. 

b) The hen tucked its head under its wing. 

c) I trimmed an inch off the hem of this skirt. 

d) My shopping bag broke and everything tumbled out. 

e) His leg hooked round mine and tripped me up. 

f) We twisted the bed sheets into a rope and escaped by climbing down it. 

g) She trotted her pony round the field. 

h) How can I make up for the way I've treated you? 

i) My conscience was troubled by the unkind things I had said to her. 

 

 

57. unburden-unwind 
 

unnerved underwent undid uncovered unfolded 

underrated undertook unburdened undermined unwound 

 

a) She unwound after a stressful day at work by walking across the park. 

b) Repeated failure never undermined his confidence. 

c) She usually unburdened herself to her friends rather than to her husband. 

d) The police uncovered a plot to kidnap the President's daughter. 

e) Her teachers seriously underrated her academic abilities. 

f) He undid most of the good work of his predecessor. 

g) She unfolded her elaborate plans to us. 

h) He undertook to finish the job by Friday. 

i) The silence of the place unnerved me. 

j) Amy's character underwent a complete transformation. 
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58. vanish-vow 
 

ventured vanished verified vindicated vented 

vaulted voiced viewed vowed veered 

 

a) `I wonder if I can help,' she ventured. 

b) The jockey vaulted lightly into the saddle. 

c) A spokesman voiced the workers' dissatisfaction. 

d) He vented his rage on his long-suffering wife. 

e) The computer verified that the data had been loaded correctly. 

f) The problem should not be viewed in isolation. 

g) My pen seems to have vanished without trace. 

h) I consider that I've been completely vindicated. 

i) She vowed never to speak to him again. 

j) Her mood veered between shame and anger. 
 

 

59. wade-waver 
 

wailed warranted wandered warped waved 

waffled wafted wagged waded wavered 

 

a) He waffled on for hours but no one was listening. 

b) He never wavered in his determination to succeed. 

c) The scent of the flowers was wafted along by the breeze. 

d) She sat down in the middle of the floor and wept and wailed. 

e) We waded across a shallow stream. 

f) Further investigation is clearly warranted. 

g) I waved goodbye as they drove away. 

h) The child wandered off and got lost. 

i) The dog wagged its tail excitedly. 

j) The hot sun had warped the cover of the book. 
 

 

60. weep-wriggle 
 

wriggle wrap withdraw wince withstand 

whine whisper wipe weep wink 

 

a) My throat was so sore I could only whisper. 

b) I still wince at the memory of the stupid things I did. 

c) It's your turn to make the beds - don't try to wriggle out of it. 

d) To wink at somebody can mean several different things. 

e) When she heard the terrible news she began to weep. 

f) He lent me a handkerchief to wipe my face with. 

g) I'd like to withdraw £500 please. 

h) The dog started to whine outside the door. 

i) Buildings have been reinforced to withstand earthquakes. 

j) Wrap the parcel carefully to avoid damage during transit. 
 


